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I am responding to your June 22,2009 letter regarding the Grand Jury report entitled "Board of
Trustees of Luther Burbank School District Gets an 'F.' "

Our response is submitted in compliance with California Penal Code 933.05. Your letter
requested a response only to Applicable Recommendation 13; that response is attached.

As you review our submission, please keep in mind that the County Office of Education and the
Luther Burbank School District are separate entities. While the COE does have certain specific
duties in relation to the fiscal oversight of county school districts, those duties are limited by law,
and the districts are largely self-governing.

Thank you and your colleagues for your work. Your commitment toward ensuring that our
school districts maintain sound principles of governance is commendable. Should you have any
questions related to this matter please do not hesitate to contact me at (408) 453-6511.

Sincerely,

~d
Charles Weis, Ph.D.
County Superintendent of Schools
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Response to Grand Jury Report Entitled
"Board of Trustees of Luther Burbank School District Gets an 'F'"

9/09

Recommendation 13

The SCCOE Board of Trustees should:

a. Closely monitor the LBSD Board to ensure implementation and compliance with
the special audit.

The recommendation has been implemented. The Santa Clara County Office of Education
(SCCOE) is holding quarterly meetings with the Luther Burbank staff to monitor response to the
audit's findings and recommendations.

b. Closely monitor the LBSD Board to ensure implementation of the Grand Jury
recommendations.

The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted. The SCCOE will
continue to provide fiscal oversight of the district as specified in California Education Code;
however, it is outside the purview of the SCCOE or the Santa Clara County Board of Education
to ensure implementation ofthe multiple Grand Jury recommendations that are not delineated in
the Ed Code.

c. Strongly encourage an amicable organization (merger) ofLBSD with an adjacent
school district.

The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted. Decisions involving
the organization and potential merger of a California school district are relegated by state law to
the voting public within that district. It is outside the purview of the SCCOE or the County
Board of Education to become involved in such decisions.
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